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1. The Geological Society of London (GSL) offers authors the option to publish their articles 
on an Open Access basis. This is in accordance with RCUK (now UKRI) and REF2021 policies, 
and other policies globally. This Open Access policy applies to all authors, and the Society 
will retain its policy of publishing only high-quality peer-reviewed research outputs. 
 
2. Geological Society journals hosted on the Lyell Collection, Special Publications, 
Engineering Geological Special Publications, Petroleum Geology Conference series and 
Memoirs take a hybrid approach to publication, enabling a combination of Gold (author 
pays) Open Access, Green (repository) Open Access and access-controlled articles. GSL also 
works with co-publishers to encourage the adoption of compatible policies. 
 
3. The journals Earth Science, Systems and Society (ES3) and the community open access 
journal Lithosphere are fully Gold Open Access. 
 
Gold Open Access 
4. For an article to be published on a Gold Open Access basis, the payment of an Article 
Processing Charge (APC) is required on acceptance of the article for publication. The APC 
payable features on the Information for Authors page for each journal title or book series. 
Payment must be received prior to online publication. 
 
5. APC charges are reviewed periodically, and may be waived for some categories of article 
on a discretionary basis. A discount is available for Fellows of the Society (where the Fellow 
is corresponding author or at least half the authors are FGS). Discounts are also available for 
AAG and EAGE members who are corresponding authors of papers accepted for publication 
in Geochemistry: Exploration, Environment, Analysis, Petroleum Geoscience and Geoenergy 
respectively. Discounts may be offered to authors from developing countries. One discount 
only may be applied for each article and instructions are supplied during the submission and 
peer review process. 
 
6. The Society has transformative agreements, or ‘Read & publish’ agreements, in place with 
several institutions. Corresponding authors at these institutions benefit from waived APCs in 
line with the terms of these agreements. A list of eligible institutions is available here: 
https://www.geolsoc.org.uk/Publications/Open-Access-Publishing/Read-and-Publish-and-
discounted-Open-Access-for-authors 

 
7. The hybrid journals published by the Society have Transformative Journal status. These 
are journals that demonstrate an active commitment to transitioning to a fully Open Access 
journal through a gradual increase in published Open Access content. Authors are generally 
allowed to use their funding to pay for APCs in these journals and comply with their funders’ 
Open Access policy even if their institution is not signed up to a transformative read and 
publish agreement.  

https://www.geolsoc.org.uk/Publications/Open-Access-Publishing/Read-and-Publish-and-discounted-Open-Access-for-authors
https://www.geolsoc.org.uk/Publications/Open-Access-Publishing/Read-and-Publish-and-discounted-Open-Access-for-authors


 
8. Gold OA articles are published under the terms of the CC-BY 4.0 license, or most recent 
appropriate update. 
 
Green Open Access 
9. All articles may be published under the terms of Green Open Access. 
 
10. Authors may post a copy of the accepted (i.e. post-peer review but pre-copyedited) 
version of their article, accompanied by a link to the relevant article abstract on the Lyell 
Collection, in their institutional repository, a subject-based repository or personal website 
after the relevant embargo period has passed. The embargo period is 12 months from 
formal online publication on the Lyell Collection, unless otherwise agreed. Under no 
circumstances may the publisher’s final version (e.g. PDF) be posted under the terms of 
Green Open Access. 
 
Subscription charging 
11. GSL is committed to responsible subscription pricing and has implemented a transparent 
pricing policy. This ensures that both an APC and subscription income is not received for 
Open Access articles in GSL journals and books. The pricing methodology can be found here: 
https://www.geolsoc.org.uk/lcaccess#Transparent%20pricing 
 
Compliance with funder and license requirements 
12. In all cases it is the author’s responsibility to ensure that their chosen route to 
publication is compliant with any requirements or obligation placed upon them by their 
funder or employer. The Geological Society takes no responsibility for advising authors on 
compliance. 
 
13. Authors wishing to have their article published via Gold Open Access have responsibility 
for ensuring that all components of their work (for example, data, figures or tables included 
in the final version) are compatible with the requirements of the CC-BY 4.0 license. The 
Geological Society cannot advise on such issues, nor undertake negotiations with rights 
holders on an author’s behalf. 

https://www.geolsoc.org.uk/lcaccess#Transparent%20pricing

